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the remaining 18,254 active Actlve cases in Bengalui‘u re-

of recoveries to 8,70,002. Of

pauemb .d‘i-‘i WEI’E Demg duced to 12; 902,

As ifidily ds |,u¢,
o | 3 %

nnn(‘ﬂVIDiq reasons. stood at 1.17 %, the Case F‘ﬂ- 24 hours, including RRR(‘I’-’-
As many as 1,531 persons tallt_y ate (CFR) touched RT-PCR tests. With this, the
were discharged on Satur- 0.91%. total tests rose to

day, taking the total number Bengaiuru Urban report-  1,22,66,8I6.
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The campany has also ap-
pliad for emergency use ap-

gpr}rimp ép oval has hee
based on safety and efficacv

Vaccines tested and manu-
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are availa-
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stags where data
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use approval.

Meanwlile, e Tudian go-

healtk-

high risk groups
care workers, frontline work:

age and those aged below 51

on priority. Most countries
too identified the priority
groups that would receive
the vaccine first.

PAzer has already indicar-
ed that it plans ta file for full
FDA approval in April next
EUA
by the U.S. FDA on Decem
ber 11. Moderna and AstraZe-

for full approval scmetime

COmipiEie; VaCCies i
thiese Lwo manulacturers are

gency use by any country. In
all likelihood, vaccines in-

granted pmergency use ap-
proval in the next couplz of

With the focas on breaking
the transugssion cliain

of people”, the question is
whether peodle whe do not

will be eligible to get the vac-
cine even before a full appro-
vii : spetial
authorisation for use of vac-
cines at the pepulation level
based on early/interim data
should be done with adeg-
uate aversight and by paving
adequate attentlon ¢ the
need for collecting data oo

© i

saye Dr. Anant Bhan, a re-

feels that it is not important
for COVID 19 vaccines usage
permission to be restricted
only to high-isk populations
if thera is close cvarsight.
Virologist Dr. Shahid Ja-

oka University toa
szme idea that vaccines ap-

@ i
“My understanding is that
EUA is given during public
healih emergencies. That
emergency is the same for
evervone,” he says in an
email. “What is the poin: ir.
develuping vaceines while
pandemic is on and then
not deploying them to con
trol the pandemic? Seems

silly”

Safety data

Dr. Jameel thea goes on to
stress that safety data from [i-
mited follow-up would be
sufficient even for universal
vaceination. “When is safety
testing enough? Data for ma-
ny prior vacci
most adverse evens take
place within six weeks of im-

for

AZEICY) Walling Deioie EUA
is ganed,” Di. Jammeel says.

Evidence based usage
However, Dr. Giridhara Ba-

ealth Fonndation of
lurn dces not

which only partal data s

available is voethical,” Dr.

dence-based  implementa-

tion is essential for mass vac-

that have only emergency
use approval cannot be con-

i Hiidss

vaccination.”

Alzo, the DCGI has to clar
iy under what ruie wiil it
grant permissicns for wides-
praad uszge since emergen-
cyuseapproval is notas such

5 sziys I
But no country including

pread vaceination based on

DU, UIC INEITFTISK ETOUPS 1 1
din eanuaiked for vaccin

wvaceines get emergency use
‘oval works out to 300

way In Indla. vaccines such

as the ones Lested by Plizer

ive when available i India
and might not be used by the

high-risk gronps.
Plizer had

the private market during
the pandemic phase. The
question really is whether
such vaccines with emergen-
cy use approval should be
available it the open market
for anyone to purchase and

ger vaceinated,
Jameel,

says Dr



vaccines, but they chose to approach the drug regulator
1.3 i 3 tois

What is cmergency use authorisation (EUA) for

D
The conventional process to approve new drugs or

means that after a prospective drug has been determined
{8 trmale it teral Jinl

of people — healthy ones,
case of a new drug.
‘ihe triais in phase i, Z and 3 are designed io esiabiisi

the drug’s safety and efﬁcar:y, and promoters o_f the new

it is a vaccine — or patients, in

process and the logistics of execution and evaluation are
long, and it often takes years for a new entity to be
commercially approved.

However, there may | be several it

[]tllt‘ﬂlld] drug mdy h&‘ avd able 1o treat an EXi!’HTIf‘Iy
I 159

potential patients o devise appropriale dinical trials; or
there is an outbreak that is putting several lives at risk
and no proven drugs or vaccines are at hand; or a drug or
vaccine has been properly tested in one country and
known to save lives and will evidently be useful in
another country which has neither the resources nor
expertise to subject it to a similar evaluation. [t is under
such circumstances that health regulators allow
accelerated approvals under BUA. The latter is
terminclogy specific to the United States Food and Drug
Administration — it has just given emergency approval to
avaccine developed hy Pfizer and RinNTech, the first
vaccine to prevent COVID-19 approved in the U.S. — but
spveral cnuntries have similar provisions inder

similar names.

What is the process in India?
India does not have an explicit EUA provision. However, a
section in the rules governing the use and regulation of

THESERHINDY

se\;erit of the disease,
Y Drugs and Clinical Trials

l(l.l_llz'b, 2U1Y — meniions an

‘accelerated approval

lack of alternative

regulator has the right

the severity of the disease,

of the Oxtord-AstraZeneca ChAdOx]1 vaccine candidate,
whose early results from its phase 3 trials are being

SCT Llulllb(: Lllt: u'u:mu l\jligu()lllfb Ul LLB‘ T Cgl:lLdlUl £ iJlC
lndlan comrmttee also wanted © evaluate thls data as

the case of Bharat Biotech, the regulator wanted to see

of alternative treatments,
the regulator has the right
to waive local clinical

trials if a drug has bee
appioved cisewi
in the case ol & new drug, the medical benefits of the
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Lesting aud the larger — usually more time-cousuining
and expensive —phase 3 trial can be deferred. It is under
such provisions that first pharmaceutical companies, and
then vaccine firms, were able to offer drugs such as
hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir and Favipiravir to
COVID-19 patiems even though there was little evidence
to show that they worked.

Vaccine makers such as Serum Institute of India (SI1),
Bharat Biotech (BB). and Zydus Cadila, too, have been
allowed to rely on the efficacy of data from other
countries, or limited human trials to accelerate their
festing process.

Why did India’s drigs regulator seek more data?
The DCGI has a Subject Expert Committee (SEC) which
evdluates technical data from trials. At its meeting on
Wednesday, the committee said that in the case ot SIT, it
would need “updated” safety data from the company’s
ongoing combined phase-2/3 trial on 1,600 volunteers in

volunteers across India.
The committee has not laid bare its reasoning, but the

rules say it is free to ask for any data it terms necessary to

evaluate the beneﬁt ratio of approving an untested

Drugs regulators are not enjuined 1o approve a drug just
because there is a pandemic. However, this is a rare
historic moment when drugs and vaccines anywhere,
even with the slightest promise, are being given
unprecedented leeway and are nudged by the
government ta rap1d1y bring an effective vaceine to
market. Companies are allowed to furnish ‘interim’ data
- they do not have to wait for trials to end before
approaching the regulator. In the case of SII, the approval
of the ChAdOxI vaccine in the United Kingdom could
potentially mean almost immediate approval in India.

Annther factor would be the frequency of adverse
events and reactions. While there have been reports of
voluntests in glnhal trials — and in India ton —
experiencing severe reactions, none has been definirely
linked to the administration of the vaceine. Being
convinced that Indians, it not significantly benefit, would
not come to harm at least, will be a key factor influencing
the committee’s decision.
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Healthinspector caught red-handed accepting bribe

BENGALURU, DHNS: Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau officials on Friday arrested a senior
BBMP health inspector, T Dasarahalli
zone, red-handed while accepting a bribe
from a man who needed a licence to run
anoilmill. VR Praveen Kumar, aresident
of Doddabidarakallu, is the arrested.

According to ACB officials, Jayanth, a
resident of Mallasandra, had applied for
alicence torun anoil mill in the T Dasara-
halli zonal office limits.

Kumar told Jayanth it would take at
least amonth toissuethelicence. Jayanth
requested him to issue the licence at the
earliest. Kumarsaid he wouldissueitina
day or two if Jayanth paid himRs 12,000.

Kumar took Rs 3,000 as an advance
and asked Jayanth to pay the remaining
tospeed up the process.

Jayanth, whohad lost hisjob during the
lockdown and had no income, decided to
approach the ACB and file a complaint.
ACB officialsasked Jayanth tostrikeadeal

DH

&
DECCAN HERALD

.

Senior BBMP health inspector Praveen Kumar (inset) demanded a bribe of
Rs 12,000 from a man who needed alicence issued to start an oil mill (in pic).

with Kumar and pay Rs 7,000. therinvestigationis on.

As Kumar was taking the money, Jayanthsaidhe wanted to start his own
the officials charged in and caught him  business so thathe could provide jobs to
red-handed and seized theamount. Fur- afew peopleat his mill.
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Clean-up drive on for over
aweek, BBMP Commissioner
lauds efforts

h 4

BENGALURU, DHNS

iving a fresh lease of life to the pollut-

edand weed-infested Halasuru Lake

in the heart of the city, the BBMP
and Madras Engineering Group (MEG)
on Saturday took up a massive cleaning
drive along the waterbody.

According to sources, as many as 50
BBMP and 50 MEG personnel have been
working for over a week to clean up the
lake, spreadacross 113 acres.

Joining the team on Saturday, an addi-
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tional 130 volunteers, including 30 from
BBMP along with 100 soldiers of MEG,
removed weeds and other pollutantsfrom
thelake.

The staffwere provided with five boats,
life jackets and other essential tools. The
team managed to remove about 30 loads
of silt, plastic, weed and other waste from
thelake and its banks.

Inspecting the cleanliness drive, BBMP
Commissioner N Manjunatha Prasad
lauded the work taken up by his men and
MEG personnel.

“Ulsoor Lake, being the training centre
for MEGand alsoa popularspotin thecity,
requiresmaintenance round the year. We
will have more facilities for walkers and
joggers in the coming days. We will take
upbeautificationwork by allocating a sep-
arate budget in the next BBMP budget,”
Prasadsaid. Brigadier TPS Wadhwa, Com-
mandant of MEG, was also present,
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Karnataka's Covid tally
breaches 9-lakh mark

BENGALURU, DHNS: Karnata-
ka's Covid-19 tally on Saturday
breached the nine-lakh mark
on Saturday with 1,203 fresh
Covid-19 infections. Eleven fa-
talities in the day took the toll
to11,939.

As on December 12,
the case tally in the state
reached 9,00,214. This in-
cludes 8,70,002 discharges.
There are 18,254 active carri-
ers of the virus in the state, of
which, 244 were in ICUs.

On Saturday, Bengaluru
Urban reported 606 Covid in-

fections and six related deaths.
The number of Covid cases
in the city went up to 3,77,857
Thereare12,902 active casesin
thestate capital, ason Dec12.

Outside Bengaluru, Mysuru
reported nexthighestnew cas-
es with 59 followed by Dakshi-
na Kannada 53, Chitradurga 51
and Chikkaballapur 39.

Atotal of1,02,229 Covid tests
were carried outin the state on
Saturday. Sofar,1.23 crore-plus
tests have been conducted in
the state since the outbreak of
novel coronavirus in March.
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iCUs, says ongoing

assessiment

v

AKHIL KADIDAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

F T \he death rate among
f§ men with Covid-19 is
nearly 2.1 times that of
women, anassessmentby state
health authorities has found.
The finding tallies with an
international study that finds

that men hit with Covid-i9

NANe tn aning tn

iCUsareoimen.
DrThrilok Chandra, head of
the Critical Care Support Unit
(CCSU)), said the finding has
been made as the result of an
ongoing assessment of deaths.
“Within the limits of the
BBMP alone, 3,25,999 men
were infected with Covid-19as
opposed to 1,40,993 women
up to December 9. Qut of this,
2,876 who died were men. This
is 2.1 timesthenumber of wom-
enwhodied (1,334),” he said.
Dr Chandra said the num-
bers corroborate an interna-

tional study which has found
that males are more prone to
developing serious complica-
tions due to the disease.

In Karnataka, official data
shows that out of 11,880 peo-
ple who died up to December
8, 40 were children, out of
which 24 were males. Among

TILL9.45 PM, SOURCE: DHNS/PTI

adults, the gap increased sig-
nificantly. Another 557 peaple
hadeitherdied athome or had
been brought dead. Outofthe
remaining 11,283 who had
succumbed in hospitals, 7,843
were males aged 19 and above
while 3,440 were females.

“In Karnataka, most Cov-

id-19 deaths are ICU deaths,”
Dr Chandra clarified,

Whv women fare hetter

Dr Anoop Amarnath, aiso of
the CCSU and head of Clinical
Research and Scientific Re-
view Board at Manipal Hos-
pitals, said fundamental dif-
ferences in immune response
between males and females
could be responsible for why
women are largely spared the
lethal effects. “For example,
the estradiol hormone which
is found in women plays a role
in curtailing cytokine storms.
Incontrast, the male testoster-
one hormone suppresses the
immune system,” he said.
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How vaccine myths
are spreading in India

Sonam_joshi ¥ limesgmup. com

T Widdeo Degting with m I song
from Habbyy tn which Rishi Ka
ponr and Dimple Kagsdia croon
“Pride tum, pehike fom”. Cul oa
ghot of & grim-looking man
o Bl rong Fioy whi sarys
the yrics tescribe the aitiude of dociors
wihen It comes t the Covid vaccine in India.
Hia jecses o1 a0 TEst aflogne] adverse reactions
of veeeines, “If anyone infloences you (o
ke the vaccine, e s par of & group th
wints o end your 1 ind property. Save
yoarsol and your loved ones.™ ho doclares.
This is one of the most widely cireo
Inted wildeos (n ant vaccine groups (or
Hntl-vaxxers as they are known) on Face-
bk amil mossaging app Tolegram. Over
ihe Inst Sew months, Chowdhury, whio says
he hos o PRI} in diabetey from s wniver
sley In Zamnbila. Veas [oe o srvoral videns
claiming thai the Covid- 18 vaocines an: 8
strategy R populstlon conirol end dib-
bl bt Just @ fu. After his YouTube and
social modin channels wern hanned, he
noWw shares [hose videos on his persons]
websie and Telegram groops with thod-
sands af folbvwars
Svod Magskat. funder of fact-chicking
platiorms Nueal eafs and Houlth Anahyics
Asln, which s working with docurs in 18

There are groups in
India who discredit
vaccines, mostly due to
religious beliefs or their
interest in alternative
medicine
= SYED MATAKAT

FOAMDIER OF HEALTH ANALYTICS ASIA

Asinn couniries o fact-check health and
COVID-19 related content, sivs they have
natlond conspiracy theorios rekaed oo v
cinarions in foll swing. “Uniltce Exropo amd
the 'S where the ath-vaccine lobitry ks big
powarfisl and organised thero ar splinsar
Tratirest groups i Indbs who discredis vac
cines, mostly due o religions bellefs or
hwehr Inesrsst Lo alternet e medicing, A lot
of amecgeties and nstirooetis gre belind
thils antl-vaceine rhatorke.”

W8 Inella R ANE- VKT IYeen 15
small, social medin has connected many
SRppeice. TIwlr poses are often ampiifed by
Faceheak, Tolegram sl WHatsADD gIugs.

What doctor’s

says about

L_;
] COVID-19
= Vaccine
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B saroon Ry = Socidl media accounts held | > Xm fallow antl-ading

nirarctiniry's wibioh by se-called anti-vaers have | growps on Facebook, with

minke many uverifisl  incroased foliowing by at 17m subscribing o simiar

‘wast T-Bm people since 2019 accounts oo Yo Tube

Awre of the prohiom, social norwircs ke
Farshook mnd Yoo Tube ssy i by are remaoy
g desbaniced clalms about voocines.

When TOH spodkie s Chowidhury he de
scriherd Covid 35 & “scam” and & “Wall
Srret pEndem e, “ Yiecines are not need-
ed for anyona but only for financial gains
it the cost of making peophe slek." Ha
mddied that his seven year-old danghter
hasn't boen veecinated axoept for & BCG
vacclne given by tho hospital withoue
his pormission.

MEzakad says misch of (he misleading
content nbout vaccines goes annoticed
bexzause 1t b in bocsl lungigess. “The miln
target of the ant-yaccine community is
the MMR vEecine, which protects sgiinst
meisles, mumps and rubolia. Last year,
parents of mor than 20 000 childrens in
A soaihern sinte refused togel thetr chil
dren MMHE veccine after 8 fike message
circulamd on WhatsApp and Facebook
claimed that the vaocing can harm chil
dren,” he says, “The iImmunisstion drive
was stnfled for nenrly two months ™

My can't distinguish betwoen real
Information and false clalms. Puna-basoid
mtrithanist Misth Praddham i comvineed
that vaccines contatn toxins. “My daughi-
vl Wiks lagrsnd with Atertlon Deflcli
Hyperactivily IMaomder, which worsenerd
After she reaceived the HINI vaocine in

R Sy U OV, BT
mie" Whint abotit the niew Covid vaccine”
“Mobdy I oy family (s pettitg it It s not
o] and s bhoed mpoagh and wo don't want
iy b guines ples." SavS (ho 43 yoarad.

LAke Proiiinnn, Munim b H-bvsed sales ani
markiting profsslonal Nisha Kolrl, 47,
Eays na ang in har family will take tho Co
Vil vaocine becmase “1t is so dangerous”.
Eolr] began questloning vaccines afier
being dlagnossd with breast cancer in
o6, Instodd of 3 masmectonmy il clom-
therapy, she opeed for naiuropaihy and
Wietary chnnges sach 8= turning vegan.
She says she's now Deahiy mnd her cancer
has stopped growing. In 2008, when har
dnghier's school asked bor o take a MME
wmcrine, Kolr] refused, along with parents
of soven other chilldren tn her class. She
says hor slsterin-law oo refused her
danghter's booster MME dose. ~Viceines
mreartificial — they sre not medhcines but
drugs,” shi balleves.

This lack of trast k& whist India had
averesme b My eradicvte polio o a4
Many |n the Muoslim community thoeught
the vmorkne was i plot to make them Do
e Bzt with tha help of cleries mnd com
munity lenders wio appeared on local TV
channels o make sppeals, pesple were
persundod t drog thelr redlssnoe. But In
Lhis Inwermed Ags, thars na Inoculakon
apatnst misinfor o ton

Not evervone is cheering
the Covid vaccine rollout.
\ small but growing bunch
of Indian anti-vaxxers is
circulating misinformation
on social media
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Residents catch
tanker dumping
effluents in river

Mt hya. Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengalurn: Two Rajarajesh-
wari Nagar residents caughta
tanker discharging chemical
effluents into Vrishabhavathi
river, that has turned into a
storm water drain (SWIY) in
thelocality, In thewee hoursof
Friday However, the culprits,
Including the tanker driver,
managnd to glve residonts the
slipand vanish.

Vishal Suresh and Vadiraj
S walted at the spot along with
three Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB)
staffors and managed to catch
the tanker around 3.15am.

“For a few days, many resi-
dents had beon complaining
about a toxic smell lingering
in thelr homes and a vello-
wish discharge In the river,”
sald Vishal. On his morning
walk, he recently spotted a
truck passing the spot where
the stink as unbearable,

“I later spoke tomy friend
Vadiraj, who also complainad
of the foul smell, and we dect-
ded to track down the tanker,”
Vishal said. The duo found a
spot near Banashankari Ind
Stage where chemical effiu-
ents werespilton the street.

On Monday evening, they
informed KSPCB officlals
about the spot and sought the-
Ir help to catch the culprits.
Around 3am on Friday, tho re-
sldents and KESPCB staffers
lay In walt.

“A cab passed by twice and
stopped near the drain. In a
few minutes, A tock (KA 50
ZBIG) arrived at the spot wiih
its headlights turned off and
discharged the effluents,” sa-

A CESSPOOL: Many RR Nagar
residents have been complaining
abaut toxie smell and a yellowish
discharge in the river

id Gangadharswamy Gowda,
aKSPCBgnari.

The residents and guards
immediaely rushed to catch
the tanker driver and other pe-
ople In the cab. While the drl-
ver was caught, the others
flad. "The driver Immediately
called someans, whocame ina
cab with four other people, We
then alerted police. But in less
than two minutes, the tanker
driver got into the cab and
escaped,” sald one of the
KSPCB guards.

Senior KSPCB officials sa-
id they will look into the mat-
tor amd in case any industrial
unit Isfound guilty, action will
bo inftiated against it. “An FIR
has been lodged agalnst the
tanker owner and driver, but
no detalls are Known vet,” an
official added.
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Why you shouldn’t worry too
much about vaccine side effects

It’s true that Covid vaccines in some cases can cause fever
and pain, but such reactions only show a vaccine is working

ToaEs Mews NETwoan your shot, 18's nothing 0 worry
about. It fust shows the veccing is

working "I's absolutdy normal.”

hi ¥accines are coming
| bt they T e o good with- AR expert wlls the Post
out willing arms to tike Why do vaccines cause reac
shots, For pollcymakers, ST The U Syseen dis not
ihie next challongo is W ooax people ki sirangers Noating Eround.
b thee vinoc Inat bon cerrires. Rumours ‘Whether it's a virus or a vaocine,
Tytng around on sockal media don't thery come under fire, and the by-
make thelr 1ask eastor. af this reaction cincalaim
In the US, o Pew survey ‘hilnod, cansing othar roaciions,
shows 60% of people will such a4 meshes and hesdaches. The
“prabably” or “definitely™ MHRENA vaccines from PAzer and
take the vaccine — up Moderna cause side effecis for
from 51% In September - anther reasn — they delier
— Dt oY 3T % Ao wilk ey RREILA, w0 Iy A T
fng o be among the frss (st which the immumesys-
bbbt bt They e afirabd term dhoees ottt Kindly to.
of the many rumourod e The IMMILAE KYRHA (S
and real side effecis ‘more lerant with age. For

This fiesar 1 a known deraller

ol vaccinatlon programmes, Tt 18 not unusnal in childremn bt

iaking thelr an. rare insdulis, an artdcke in Inerse
mual fiushow, which have only mild pnts ot This explains why
shib) offocts, But a5 the former US Al pesogie T roporied mikdar
FiA commissioner Mark MeClollan In vaccine trizls.
telis The Washingion Post, Coviy | Injectionskepain e
vaccines are likely to be “more un- | Fi » KT Russian authorities have
pleARaT than 0 Vaeeinos.” Musdepain elvised man arccipating n the
About 2-10% af vaccine rectpl- jointpain i fputntk V irial 10 not pet anyone
ants can expect A mmn1 LI e N pregoant for the next thres
[rom (he oREMINE Tials shows, @ | fednessat -4 OR8N Vacene's offoct on
seemns 4 small figure, but if 1 crore injection site fp’ SpeTT 15 Ot Known.
peoe ke & sihod, we are oking 4
S o omvans | M o, HOW MUCH PAIN?
sk for & day or fwo afterwards. As e Tr's safie o Assmn that Covid vac-
with most VECeInss, sibe peopls Fatigue CANES CAN CAUSE SOME TEACT or
MY axXperience moTe severe sl Headache ditscomiort fir & fisw days, bt how
effects. Bait such eases tend io be t maEch discombor?
rire and don’t outwelgh the bene- H Tk “The Post quotes § 4-year-old
Mis of geiting vaccinnbl * man who ook Moderna's mRMA
Thit's why it s imiportani to sd- ] vaoeine Hesays he el pain in his
ﬂml hm!em lsrunmaam:z urx;ur W ) beft i cliny anfher: =T el ke some-
now what's com — Bnd that % Eucaity ] Tesihiond Fry e fior a solid
fiever and patn for 8 couple of days AstraZeneca) houer”, He also folt tired, Thess of:
& preferable to Covid — they will Oxford fincts wendt mway on ihe thind day
mc Tt swwayed by th anE-VRXRErs. Fatigue 4 Doutscho Wolles Risala corm-
I Don't schedule anyihing | Feveriiness ey the Spumntk V varine in Mosoow
impartant for & couple of days | Musde| A A Skt inil Aescribed his sioe affocts 10
afterT your vaccinathon. Lec your infectian sie pan P — dotaik “1 developed & headache in
mfico know in advance and kep | sopeoe—- Bt the svening after beaving wark and
parmretamol ot home o deal with WhatIf Esegans tovshuheor el hast a fieedlng of
pealm amd fever. %mm dizzimess.. My {CIETETT MOSE
NO GAIN WITHOUT PAIN your snoand ot s s e
e mppinment? Tha ..., Sl Voo i s Dl T et (s
'Heactogenbc’ conld be 301 s word of % Washington Post my temperanne hud gone down o
thee yesr i even 5% of the population *- RAYS 0t WOrTY, bt :rn:m A day lmter, 1 had o mom
pxperignices vaccine skie offects. It scbadhils snoihor: ympoms st all.”
stmply means causing & reaction. APEHALTIITIEIE SO0 Baoeh PRzer andd Moderna have
The Postsays all of the major Covid ' Vi WO Thosd B reported stronger side effecs in
vacines are resctogenic. So. i you I repea the first dose. trial parthclpants after the socomd
pxperione: side effocts after taking VAT o




THE TIMES OF INDIA

SWITCHING GEAR: A Section Of Healthcare Workers Has Discarded Heavy Suits But Govt Hospitals Caution Against Dropping Guard

Teams at private hospitals swap
PPE} kltsfor Ilghter surgical gowns
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K'taka Covid
tally crosses
9 lakh mark

Times News NETWoORK

Bengaluru: The total Co-
vid-19cases in the state cros-
sed 9 lakh on Saturday, of
whichmore than8.71akh pa-
tients have recovered. Kar-
nataka reported the first Co-

» US approves Pfizer's shot
amid record death toll, P 16

vidcaseon March8. Thesta-
te reported 1,203 new cases,
of which 606 were from
Bengaluru. The state’s dai-
ly positivity rate stood at
1.1% andinarelief, thedaily
fatality rate was below 1%.
Of the 11 Covid deaths re-
ported in the past 24 hours,
six were from Bengaluru.
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Karnataka is 2nd state in

country to cross 9L cases

| SridharVivan
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @sridharVMIRROR

arnataka became the

second state in the

country to cross the

nine-lakh mark in covid
tally, on Saturday. Though the
daily covid caseload has been
consistently decreasing, it Is
the previously high caseload
that has made the state one
of the biggest contributors of
covid cases in the country.
Only Maharashtra is ahead of
our state in the tally.

However, the recovery rate
in the state has now touched a
whopping 96 per cent, which
is a welcome sign according to
the experts.

The state’s positivity rate is
now at 1.3 per cent. Bengaluru
rural has the highest positiv-
ity rate in the state at 2.5 per

cent, while Bidar has the low-
est with just 0.2 per cent posi-
tivity. Bengaluru Urban’s posi-
tivity rate is at 1.6 per cent.
Karnataka is now taking 91
days for its number of cases to
double as against the national
average of 89 days. Bidar is
taking the maximum of 118
days for the cases to double
while the lowest is at Kodagu

with 73 days and Bengaluru
Urban is 82 days.

Meanwhile, Karnataka re-
ported 1,203 fresh cases and
11 deaths on Saturday, while
Bengaluru’'s contribution
was 606 cases and six deaths.
Around five out of the 30
districts have reported single-
digit cases while deaths have
been reported only from five
districts.

The ICU admissions have
also drastically reduced in the

state. Currently, the number
of active cases in the state is

below 20,000. Of them, 244
patients are in ICUs of vari-
ous hospitals while Bengaluru
accounted for 111 ICU pa-
tients. Among the deceased,
a 76-year-old man, who was
admitted for ILI symptoms,
is the oldest victim while the
youngest was a 40-year old
woman from Dakshina Kan-
nada district.
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Palike, MEG team up to clean Ulsoor Lake

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@lengalury

THE Brithat Bengalura Ma-
hamagara Pallke (BEMP) part
nered with Madres Englnesr
Groupand Centre (M EG) jolned
hands onee agaln on Saturday
to clean Ulsoar khike,

The difference this time, wis
that it was decided Lo nstall
trash barriers near the inlet
point so that all the waste can
b o el

The BEMP and MEG clearad
111 acres of the lake, While
earlier 50 BEAMP emplovess
and 50 from MEG were de-
ployed, on Saturday, 80 staffers
from the Palike and 150 from
MEG were roped Lo to clean

Madrs Engineenng Groun and Cenime persomnet haul 2 foad of trash fished aut
o U boow Litke on Setunday | emmasian

the prime water body. Thew
went around in five boats amd
collected 25 30 loads of wesils
el plastie

BEMP Commissioner N Mian-
junntha Prasud. who also par-
thel pated in the drive. sald that
1t sinee the MEG uses the water
benily for training purposes, 1t
s to be e 1 intained al-
ways. It i5 also important o
kepp the lnke clean as it s a
prime space for wilkers. Funds
will be kept aside for cleaning
the ke as it 15 concer ned with
the headth ol people

He mlso said that 1080 Fest
irash barriers are being erect-
ed ni the water tnlet of the lake
g0 that waste and plastic does
ol enter the lnke

Govt appeals to SC on BBMP polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
fiBengalury

THE Karnataka government
has approached the Supreme
Court, challenging the Karna-
taka High Court's orders
on holding Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara
Palike elections at the
earliest.

A senior gover nment
official told The New In-
dian Express that the state
government had approached
the Supreme Court, challeng-
ing the High Court order. “The
government does not want to
hold elections. So, it has ap-
proached the apex body seek-

ing more time. Even though
the corporation and election
commission said that they
were ready to hold the elec-
tions, the government was not
convinced and decided to ap-
proach court seekingtime,
The appeal was filed on
December 10 and the
case is yet to come up
for hearing,” the offi-
cial said.
Recently, the Karna-
taka High Court had or-
dered the state government to
conduct elections within six
weeks from the date of issuing
the reservations notification.
The state government held a
meeting under the chairman-

ship of Law Minister J C Mad-
huswamy on what needs to be
done, and it was decided to ap-
proach the Supreme Court.

A senior BBMP ofTicial said:
“It was ideal to hold elections
now with 198 wards as the ex-
ercise of properdivision of all
wards would take time. How-
ever, the government is Keen
that the division and elections
be completed together. The
state government approached
the Supreme Court the day the
assembly session passed the
BBMP Bill. Since the other
MLAs were also keen that the
elections be done on the new
Act, it was decided to file an
appeal seeking more time.”
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tally crosses
nine lakh
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‘Govt all set to tackle Covid second
wave; not everyone needs vaccine’

‘Centre plans to vace miate 3cr peaple in Phasse-1, thosevaccinated may need booster shot!
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